[Tumour stem cells and metastasis].
The underlying mechanisms of cancer development, invasion and metastasis are still only partly unraveled. Cancer stem cells (CSC) and the so-called epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) seem to contribute to these oncological phenomena. Cancer stem cells which, according to our present knowledge, play an important role in tumour development and persistence, are operationally defined. The embryonic programme of EMT is activated aberrantly in cancer cells at the invasive front and seems to contribute to tumour invasion and metastasis. Recent observations suggest that the EMT and CSC traits are closely related. This provides new explanatory models for cancer development and metastasis.